
From: Romin, Laura
To: Larry Crist
Subject: Fwd: GRSG: Existing Disturbance
Date: Wednesday, January 14, 2015 10:22:31 AM
Attachments: AltF_UT GRSG Disturbance Calcs_12-16-2014.xlsx

Surface Disturbance in Occupied Habitat_12292014.pdf

The map is interesting...

Laura Romin, Deputy Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 W. Orton Circle
West Valley City, Utah 84119
ph: 801-975-3330, ext. 142
cell: 801-554-7660

---------- Forwarded message ----------
From: Bahr, Quincy <qfbahr@blm.gov>
Date: Tue, Jan 13, 2015 at 5:10 PM
Subject: Re: GRSG: Existing Disturbance
To: "Martini, Jay" <jay_martini@fws.gov>
Cc: Laura Romin <laura_romin@fws.gov>, Betsy Herrmann <betsy_herrmann@fws.gov>,
 Matthew Martin <mcmartin@blm.gov>, Renee Chi <rchi@blm.gov>, Skye Sieber
 <ssieber@blm.gov>

In reply:

For our Final EIS, we are not calculating disturbance by PAC or SGMA. We are analyzing the
 effects of disturbance on GRSG habitat. The disturbance cap varies by alternative (3% or 5%,
 what's included as disturbance, what's identified as PHMA). The attached Excel file displays
 disturbance by PHMA/GHMA, based on the July version of the proposed plan. In several
 areas, the disturbance calculation is broken out by BLM identified PHMA/GHMA in a
 population area, as well as sub-units of the population areas to help identify if there are
 pockets where disturbance is concentrated. It also includes columns showing, by area, what
 inventoried disturbance is responsible for the acreage. This allows the viewer to ascertain the
 type of impact that relates to the given disturbance.

All the disturbance acreage and percentages is only as good as the baseline disturbance data.
 This gets to the second question Jay asks. No, the state has not provided us a copy of their
 existing disturbances calculations. It is critical to note that the methodologies used by the state
 and the BLM differ, and as such, the two data sets cannot be used interchangeably. Both
 provide a certain type of information. Both have strengths. Both have weaknesses. All these
 need to be know and understood when comparing the two outputs.

I have also attached a PDF file that shows the percent of disturbance by 1 mile squares (stand-
in for a section). There is nowhere in the disturbance cap methodology that supports this
 approach, nor any of the science of which I am aware. However, this map does show areas
 where disturbance is concentrated at a very localized level. This map uses the BLM's



 disturbance inventory.

If you have any questions, let me know.

Quincy Bahr

On Fri, Jan 9, 2015 at 2:33 PM, Martini, Jay <jay_martini@fws.gov> wrote:
Hi Quincy,

Can you please send us your calculations for existing disturbance in all the PACs/SGMA's
 (and Anthro and West Tav.) in the state? Also, has the state shared with you any of their
 existing disturbance calculations?

I will not be here most of next week, so please copy Laura and Betsy.

Thanks
-- 
Jay Martini
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Utah Ecological Services Field Office
2369 W. Orton Circle
West Valley City, Utah 84119
ph: 801-975-3330, ext. 144

-- 
Quincy Bahr
Project Manager – Greater Sage-Grouse LUP Amendments, Utah Sub-Region
Planning and Environmental Coordinator – BLM, Utah State Office
440 West  200 South, Suite 500
Salt Lake City, UT 84101-1345
801-539-4122 (office)
801-518-1479 (cell)
qfbahr@blm.gov
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